
 
Sacred Heart – St. Patrick Parish 

Pastoral Council Meeting 
Tuesday, DECEMBER 6, 2022 
6:30 PM Parish Life Center 

 
Present were Father Antony Joseph, Elaine Carlson, Audrey Boerner, Chad Ronnander and Sue Peiffer. Troy 
Betcher and Caleb Johnson were present over the phone. Myrthe McCarthy took notes.  
 
• Elaine called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. Father Antony opened the meeting with a prayer.  
 
UPDATES: Please refer to the most recent committee meeting minutes for more complete review of these 
committees.  
 
• FAMILY LIFE COMMITTEE: The Grand Indian Dinner was a smashing success. Food was professionally 
prepared. People were happy. More than 15 people stayed after to help clean and the Hall and Kitchen are 
spotless now. The Hall was decorated very nicely. Now the FLC will be exploring opportunities for social 
gatherings: November Church Bazaar, Octoberfest, A Fall Indian Dinner, St. Patrick Dinner in the St. Patrick 
parking lot. Planning is underway for a Party of Gratitude for Liz’s Ministry on December 28; details are still 
being finalized. Expenses from the Grand Indian Dinner were higher than anticipated, but Father Antony hopes 
we made $300 or so. The SH Hall was a nice space for a gathering. Not everyone knew how to use the kitchen 
appliances, so some training or manuals might come in handy for the future. 
 
• COMMUNITY CONCERNS COMMITTEE: Elaine reported that this committee’s projects (Sojourner House, FMP 
Food Bank, FMP Weekend Kids’ Meals, Community Table) continue to run as established. New or additional 
volunteers are always appreciated. 
 
• SACRED WORKSHIP COMMITTEE: Audrey reported that she and Barb Baumgartner have been working with Liz 
on a Binder Project to document all the current or recent past liturgical activities, events, etc., as a resource for 
the Parish. On December 8 after Mass, plans are in place for a Night of Prayer for Life with prayers, Adoration, 
and Confessions.  
 
• RELIGIOUS ED COMMITTEE (CCD): Chad reported that the committee met on December 1. Barb and Russ 
Nelson will complete their current Oremus adult faith formation class and then move, so we will need to find 
new facilitators for adult formation. Caleb reported that they are working to bring back the Children’s Liturgy 
during one weekend Mass. The target start date is the First Sunday of Lent 2023. One big issue is finding musical 
help once Liz is gone. Fr. Antony has contacted the UWEC Music Department in hopes of attracting students 
from the college. The Parish Life Center and SH Hall currently provide enough space for students in CCD classes. 
The committee speculates that the number of students could double and there would still be room. 
Confirmation students from 14 parishes of the diocese will be in attendance at the Dec. 3 SEALED! Confirmation 
retreat. Rich Watkins will be chaperone. The CCD children will perform their Christmas skit during the 10:30am 
Mass on Dec. 18 and again at the CCD Christmas Gathering on Dec. 21 during regular class time. In Feb. when Fr. 
Antony is back from his trip, the parish will host the first Parish Movie Night. The first feature will be a Formed 
movie. People will bring their own snacks; popcorn will be furnished. The committee’s next meeting is scheduled 
for January. 
 
• FINANCE COUNCIL: Sue will serve as Parish Council liaison with the Finance Council. John Durtschi will 
serve as president of the Finance Council, Amy Schaefer, Scott Milanowski and Gary Ida will also join the 



FC. Fr. Antony, Sharon Sliwka and others met with Kevin Lynch regarding the Inspired by the Spirit 
campaign and roll out will begin after Father returns from India. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
• Sacred Heart Church Renovation Update: At this time, we anticipate four phases to the exterior and 

interior work needed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
Lent 2023: What will we do? Father would like to have: 

1.) Movie night 
2.) 2 Day Parish Mission, 3 hours each day; A Sunday/Monday schedule might work. Father is looking into 

facilitators now. 
3.) Adoration: An Indian Charismatic Prayer Service utilizing the Indian priests of our diocese. Held one 

Sunday in Lent. 
4.) At the end of Lent, Father would like to begin a devotion with a traveling picture or statue of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. The item and prayers would travel to a new family every week. 
 
The Financial Peace University of David Ramsey was briefly presented as a future presentation to the parish. The 
objective is to gain financial freedom with the end goal of stewardship and sharing those financial benefits with 
the parish., ie., giving back. Maybe there is a program that could be presented to the parish. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 7:15pm. Father Antony led us in prayer.  
 
The next meeting will be January 3, 2023, at 6:30pm at the Parish Life Center.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Myrthe McCarthy  
 
 


